Welcome to Faith Bible Church!

December 18, 2022

Order of Service:

Opening Hymn: Virginia Grosskurth
 
Invocation 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Scripture Reading: II Corinthians 11:22-32

Announcements

Pastoral Prayer

Hymn: Virginia Grosskurth

[bookmark: _Hlk109908247]Message: The Dispensations Are A-changin’ (Acts 16:6-11)
           
Announcements

Christmas Day and New Year’s Day fall on Sundays, but we’ll have Sunday School and church as usual here at FBC.

Read Your Bible Through in A Year plans are now available on the bulletin table.  Pick one up today!

Pastor Kurth will begin working for Berean Bible Society from home full time next summer.  The BBS board wants him giving more time to the Grace Study Bible BBS is pre-paring, so Pastor will train Pastor Don Hosfeld to be the new editor of the Berean Searchlight and respond to the Bible questions BBS receives daily.  Please keep all this in prayer.

Our offering box is located just left of the kitchen door.

Pick up today’s cross reference sheet & silence your phone.
Acts 16:1-5 Paul Begins To Train Timothy

Timothy was already a “disciple” (v.1), so how can Paul call him his “son” (ITim.1:2), a name reserved for men he led to Christ (cf.Phile.1:10)?  Paul led Tim to the Lord during his first visit in Acts 14:6,7.  He had help from Tim’s mom, who prepared his heart by teaching him the Scriptures (IITim.3: 15). Her mom prepared her (IITim.1:5), so she could prepare him.  Finding Tim saved, Paul began to prepare him for the ministry, so he in turn could prepare others (IITim.2:2).

Since Grandma Lois raised Tim’s mom Eunice in the Jewish faith, she would have taught her not to marry a Gentile (Deut.7:1-3).  But Eunice didn’t listen (Acts 16:1).   And when verse 1 described her as “a Jewess which believed,” but doesn’t describe her husband as a Greek who believed, he must not have been saved.  That’s why Acts 16:1 says “behold, a certain disciple was there, named Timotheus.”  Great men of God don’t often come from a marriage of mixed faith, but Eunice overcame that disadvantage by teaching her son the Word of God!

Since it had been 7 years since Paul led Tim to the Lord, he had time to become well known among the brethren in two cities (Acts 16:2).  Part of that was Paul’s doing, for Paul vis-ited Tim’s town a second time to confirm him (Acts 14:21, 22).  So by the time Paul made this third visit, he saw so much he liked in Tim, he decided to take him with to preach in other cities (Acts 16:3) to train him for the ministry. 

Picking a half-Jew/half-Gentile to help him was a picture of what was happening in Acts.  Paul’s first helpers, Barnabas and Silas, were fully Jewish, Tim was half Jewish, and later Paul picked a full Gentile named Titus to help him.  That pictures how God’s servants went from being Jews to Gentiles, as they are today.  Tim typified the Body of Christ, made up of Jews and Gentiles (ICor.12:13).  He needed wine for his sickliness (ITim.5:23), a type of how the early church needed the wine of the gifts of the Spirit (cf.Acts 2:4,13) until the Bible was complete.

Tim probably got saved at age 5 and began training seven years later at age 12.  That’s the only way 12 years later he could still be called a “youth” (ITim.4:12).  Twelve is the age Jewish boys had their bar mitzvah, and were considered old enough to begin apprenticing for their life’s work.

But why’d Paul circumcise Tim (Acts 16:3)?  It was because the Jews in that area knew he wasn’t circumcised, and would not let him in their synagogues when Paul came to preach to them.  So Paul let Tim become “as” a Jew to win them (ICor. 9:20-23), as James advised us all to do (Acts 15:19-21).

But that doesn’t mean it’s okay to be baptized so Baptists will let you teach in their church, so you can win them to the grace message!  Circumcision gave a Gentile a new nationality: Jewish.  So Paul circumcised Timothy to make him acceptable to Jews as a member of the Hebrew nation, not to make him acceptable as a member of the Hebrew religion.  But no one is a Baptist by nationality, so the only reason to be baptized would be to join the Baptist religion.

Later, Paul refused to let his Gentile helper Titus be circum-cised (Gal.2:3-5), because that wouldn’t gain those Jews to Paul’s faith, it would join Titus to the Jews’ faith, and obligated him to keep the law (Gal.5:3cf.Rom.6:15).

The “decrees” (Acts 16:4) were the ones James made in Acts 15.  Paul was delivering them to Gentiles, and he could now point to Tim as a living example of doing things not to offend the Jews! Paul established those new Gentile members of the Body of Christ (Acts 16:5) with the mystery (Rom.16:25).

All of that ended up being the first step in Tim’s training.  Lesson #1 was how to be respectful of the convictions of others.  Sad to say, many grace believers haven’t learned it! 
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